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PI]IjPY CARS 6: .TRAINfI{G '

THE FIVE CRITICAL PERIODS

, /

Basic Needs

Warmth
Food
Sleep

Mother

Tralnabil itY SPecial Notes

None Li t t le or no handl ing by humans'

Al l  senses
f unct ioning

Awareness of
l iv ing begins

Extreme critical Period-Do not
remove from littermates or mother'
lntroduction to human society
should be instituted but carefully
controlled.

5th through
7th weeks

(29-49 daYs)

Capable of
responding
to voices

Awareness of dilference between
human and canine societies'

8th through
12th weeks
(50-84 daYs)

Removetfrom
littermates &

mother influence

Brainwaves
' can be

recorded

AbilitY to
establish

permanent
bond and
man-dog

relat ionshiP

Abi l i tY to
establ ish

conf idence

Abi l i tY to

. learn resPect

CaPable of
learning simPle

behavorial
responses Come-

Sit-StaY-No

Begin house-
breaking

Begin fetch
games

Chi ldren and other animals should

not be allowed to scare or hurt
ouopv-either maliciouslY or
inadv-ertentty-l ntroduction to other

humans is very imPortant now but

must be closelY suP.ervised to

minimize adverse condi t ioning'
Exoose to loud noises gradual ly;  i 'e '

" r ios.  
ua"uum, washing machine'

CaPable of
'  accept ing gent le

disciPl ine

Learning bY
-associatiort -

13th through
16th weeks

(85-1 1 2 daYs)

CaPable of
undergoing

formal obedience
training

CaPable ol
adoPt ing a
positive or

negative attitude
toward training

Obedience trainers should be

selected with great care-PuPPY's ,
rinJ 

"tiu 
oein! intluenced' Praise tor

iorrect behavioral response is most

eiect ive t ra in ing tool .  Meaningful
praise highlY imPortant to shaPe
positive attitudes.


